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I n issue #zr,we ran a story on Don Ahearn's
I rgoz factoiy-buitt grr Trins-Am racer (Ticking
I the boxes, p38). ln that story we explained
I that white much of the race history of the car

was known, the identity of the car's first owner
and its first few racing seasons were a
frustrating mystery.

However, shortly after the magazine hit the
stores in the US, Don received an e-maitfrom a
fettow by the name of Jim Netterstrom, who
happens to be a well-known Porsche driver
from the rg6os.

Mr. Netterstrom introduced himself and
proceeded to explain that he had read the story
in Classic Porsche magazine and was intrigued.
He asked Don what the serial number of the car
was, and when Don totd him #3o8ro7, Jim
Netterstrom responded saying that this was his
otd car and that he stitt had the original window
sticker and bitt of sate (see above right).

Netterstrom was racing a Speedster in the
SCCA during the mid-sixties when his friend

John Ketty bought a 1966 9rr and began racing
it in the Trans-Am class. The relatively new 911
and the idea of Trans-Am racing both appeated
to Jim, so in February 1967 he contacted Joe
Heishman's lnc. in Artington, Virginia, and
ordered a new g11 spec'd out as a racing car.

ln lhe tetter to Heishman's, Jim detaited the
components needed to compete in Trans-Am
and even specified the gear ratios he wanted
that woutd be compatibte with the tracks at
which he ptanned to race. When, in May, the day
arrived to coltect the car at the sea-port in New
Jersey, a problem immediately arose.

Jim recatted that day: 'l jumped onto the New
Jersey Turnpike to drive home and I could barely
notice the difference between third, fourth and
fifth gears! To just keep up with traffic I was
turning 5ooorpm! For some reason the factory
put "hitt-ctimb" gears in it.'

Over the next few weeks, Jim tettered up the
car, changed the ratios and bolted on some 6in
steet wheels. ln August it arrived for its first

Trans-Am event at Jim's home tr
Maryland. The day ended with a respectabte
fifth ptace finish in the Under-e.o litre class.
They travetted to Canada in October for the fin=
race of 1967 at Mosport where they placed
fourth in ctass.

1968 started strong with l3th place overal.
in the Daytona z4-hour race, but only an rrth
ptace finish in the three-hour Under-a.o litre
warm-up before the big race at Sebring' Things
went downhitl from there. ln May at the Lime
Rock Trans-Am race, Jim was listed as a DNF.
When asked what faited, Jim came back with a

witty response: 'l wasn't paying attention and
tried to make an airptane out of the car!'

Because of a timing error in quatifying, Jim
started from pote position where he admits he
didn't betong. After getting passed by most of
the fietd, frustration began to set in and his
focus drifted. On the run down towards turn
four, he teft his braking too [ate, dropped two
tyres into the dirt and ramped the car over the
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